THE NEW RUSSIAN: LEISURE
labourers nearly all of them, with a large sprinkling of
Red Army men. At Kislovodsk, a convalescent place
in the Caucasus for heart cases, I watched an open-ak
vaudeville performance, with a good jazz band, which
played both American and Russian tunes superbly
well. The audience applauded wildly. In almost all
parks one sees roundabouts and hoopla shies and
shooting ranges, just as at an ordinary fak in the
West, but without any appeal to the public to spend its
money upon them. In Moscow park I saw little stands
containing cross-word puzzles, acrostics and others.
No prizes are offered. The people stop casually in
thek evening stroll to glance at the puzzles, pediaps
solve one, and pass on. Nowhere is there any com-
mercial inducement to spend money in this way or in
that, for the state is in no way more interested in selling
one commodity than another. If man has a deske to do
cross-word puzzles, let him do them. The question of
the sales of a newspaper or similar consideration does
not enter into Soviet leisure. There are no stupendous
prizes that Must Be Won. In Moscow park also I saw a
stand at which two skilful women were explaining to
people how to make fancy costumes and grotesque
masks in the home for festive occasions. Again, there
was no charge for admittance to the stand, and the
women had nothing to sell. It was just a free lesson in
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